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As you’ll read in
the articles that
follow, these
are busy times
for the
Conservancy.
Our outreach to
schools and the
community
resulted in
more than 2,700 visitors to our
interpretive center and wetlands in
2018. Many of these visitors
participated in restoration and
cleanup projects, including 60-plus
volunteers who collected over
1,000 pounds of trash from our
wetlands during September’s
California Coastal Cleanup Day.
Kudos to John Villa, our Executive
Director, for his hard work in
volunteer coordination and outreach!
While our acquisition of the 44-acre
Newland Marsh at Beach and PCH is
still in process, we now have a
detailed restoration plan for the
property thanks to funding from the
California Coastal Commission. The
plan, developed by coastal

engineering group Moffatt & Nichol,
is an update of a document crafted
some years ago with input from
various coastal regulatory agencies.
A graphic display of the proposed
restoration of Newland Marsh is on
display in our Interpretive Center.
Lastly, I need to acknowledge and
thank our neighbors AES and Kiewit
Corporations for the donation of the
new Education Center building
located in our back-parking lot. The
new facility will serve as a hands-on
learning laboratory for students
studying coastal wetlands ecology
and restoration. It replaces an old
and very leaky mobile office building.
See you at our March gala!

Mark your calendars, March
29th, 2019. The Conservancy’s
First Gala Event by John Villa,
Executive Director

Plans are underway for the 2019
Huntington Beach Wetlands
Conservancy benefit Gala, “Marsh
Madness”. Our event will be on

Friday, March 29, 2019 at the
Waterfront Beach Resort, a Hilton
Hotel. Not only will this be a
wonderful filled evening, your
contribution will also help the
Conversancy in our mission to
acquire, restore, and protect the
coastal wetlands of Huntington
Beach. The Conservancy is
passionate about creating,
preserving, and educating the public
and we welcome the community to
assist us.
The net proceeds from the gala will
be used to maintain and protect
hundreds of species of fish, animals
and plants, several of which are on
the US endangered and threatened
species list.
In order to protect the wetlands, we
rely on the generosity of individuals
and businesses like you for support.
Additional information will be sent
out in the coming weeks. So, mark
you calendars and we hope to see
you at the event.
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Conservancy receives grant from Orange
County Community Fund and the Henry & Ellen Warne
Family Fund for $50,000 by John Villa, Executive Director,
HBWC
The Huntington Beach Wetlands Conservancy (HBWC) is
pleased to announce we has received a $50,000 grant
from the Henry W. & Ellen R. Warne Family Endowment
Fund of the Orange County Community Foundation
(OCCF). This grant will support the Salt Marsh Bird’s Beak
(Chloropyron maritimum subsp. maritimum) (Bird’s Beak)
Project on our Magnolia Marsh. This Project will be
extending our previous successful planting of this
endangered species onto our marsh in 2015. The HWBC is
very proud our Magnolia Marsh is one of only eight areas
in California where this endangered species of plant is
growing.
The HBWC will be working with Eric Zahn (President and
Founder of Tide Influence). The Project has two goals: 1)
continue the growing of Bird’s Beak in the Magnolia Marsh
from the 2015 project and 2) define two new areas (north
and south of the existing plants) to extend the area and
number of plants growing in our marsh. During the second
goal of the project we will identify key attributes where
Bird’s Beak grew since 2015 and examine soil, watering,
surrounding plants and elevations of our existing plantings
to ensure a success under this Project.
This grant from the Orange County Community
Foundation (OCCF) and the Henry & Ellen Warne Family
Fund will go a long way to helping the Huntington Beach
Wetlands Conservancy in meeting its mission, goals, and
obligation in preserving the endangered plants and
animals in our marshes.
With so few places left in existence where this endangered
plant can live, the Huntington Beach Wetlands offer an
incredible opportunity to conserve a population of this
species. This is all made possible through strong
partnerships between the landowner, funders, and
resource agencies.
The Warne Family Endowment Fund awards annual grants
through a competitive application and review process to
protect and promote the protection of endangered
species. Orange County is home to over 30 endangered
species and encompasses many ecosystems that are
critical to the survival of these species. Grants are awarded
to improve the health and resilience of critical coastal
endangered species ecosystems, as well as sustain or
increase coastal endangered species populations in
Orange County.
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Conservancy receives additional grants to support
projects on our marshes by John Villa, Executive Director,
HBWC
Talbert Marsh “Living Shoreline” Project. This project is to
stop and reverse and erosion issue in the Talbert Marsh
using sand, wetland plants, sand fill, oyster reefs,
submerged aquatic vegetation, stones and coir fiber logs.
In 2018, the Conservancy received $30.000 from the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service. The funds will be used to begin
the planning and permitting stages. The Conservancy will
be partnering with faculty and students from CSUF,
CSULB and local high schools to install a 750-foot long
Living Shoreline along the southern and southeastern
edges of the Talbert Marsh.
Salt Marsh Bird’s Beak Project: To continue our work on
the Salt Marsh Bird’s Beak Project through the remainder
of this year and in t0 2019, the Conservancy received an
additional grant of$28,900 from the Southern California
Wetlands Recovery Project (SCWRP). The funds will be
used for developing additional areas for outplanting to
support additional Salt Marsh Bird’s Beak sites in the
Magnolia and Brookhurst marshes.

HBWC New Learning Center
by

John Villa, Executive Director

During 2018 the Conservancy made a decision to
retire our old educational trailer as a result of age,
leakage, and other ailments. Our old trailer served us
well and was used as the start of our Educational
Programs listed below. In trying to find a
replacement, either new or used, we contacted AES
Huntington Beach to see if through their use of such
buildings they might be able to assist us in finding a
replacement. AES Huntington Beach contacted the
contractor building their new powerplant, Kiewit
Corporation, to assist us in our search.
To our great surprise, Kiewit chose to purchase a
new, and much larger, unit for our needs and donated
it the Conservancy. With great thanks and
appreciation, we must acknowledge AES Huntington
Beach and Kiewit Corporation for their generous
donation of our NEW educational facility.
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This program allowed students to get real world field test
experience and not just rely on their book/internet studies
for their papers. This will differentiate the students from
their competition when applying for colleges or jobs as
they can show they have performed actual field work and
used a variety of test equipment in order to test and
confirm or reevaluate their hypothesis.

Photo courtesy of Amy Villa

Above is the phot0 of our ribbon cutting ceremony
which had representatives from AES Huntington
Beach, Kiewit Corporation, HBWC Board members
and city, county, state representatives’ offices.
HBWC Educational Programs
by

John Villa, Executive Director

During the 2017/2018 school year, the Conservancy
started our “field experience” program with Edison High
Schools APES Biology (~ 70 students) and Sustainability
(32 students) classes. As a part of this project the
Conservancy was requested to give presentations to the
students in both programs regarding our mission, our
marshes, the types of plants and animals in our marshes
and the three (3) major projects we are working on from
2017 - 2020.

Sustainability classes: the students were given a task.
“Design a Plant Palette for the Upper Magnolia Marsh
Restoration Project”. This restoration project is going to
occur in 2019 or 2020 (depending on obtaining required
approvals, permits and funding). Eight teams of four (4)
students conducted the field tests, performed research on
the types of plants which could grow in the marsh due to
soil testing results and elevations in this micro-wetland
system. The students performed further research on the
plants and soil types and designed their plant palette. We
then judged their presentations and recommendations
and chose the top two (2) teams for possible use in our
restoration. All field tests were conducted on HBWC
property, supervised by our staff, and tests were
performed using microscopes and test kits provided by
the Conservancy.

Upcoming Events
HBWC Events
The Huntington Beach Wetlands Conservancy has
established the 3rd Saturday of the month as a
volunteer day to assist in the care and up keep of our
marshes and nursery.

APES Biology classes: this program allowed students to
write their hypothesis, conduct research and perform field
tests to confirm their hypothesis as part of their end-ofyear papers. We had seventeen groups of students, with a
total of 67 students, studying in the following areas, just to
name a few:






Evaluation of Species Abundance and
Differentiation of California Horn Snail
Testing and Comparing Levels of Nitrogen and
Phosphorus within the Soil from Birds Beak and
Dune Plant Communities in the Magnolia Marsh
Analyzing Biodiversity Through the Levels of
Dissolved Oxygen
Analysis of Ocean Water pH Differences at the
Newland Power Plant and Bolsa Chica State Beach
Nutrient Levels of Nitrogen, Phosphorus, and
Potassium in the Soil and its Effects on the
Growth of Salt Marsh Bird’s Beak in the Magnolia
Marsh

Day: Thirds Saturday of the Month
Time: 9:00 am – noon
Location: Back parking lot of the Huntington Beach
Wetlands Conservancy (corner of Newland and PCH)
Bring sturdy shoes, gloves and sun protection. We
have a limited supply of rubber boots to loan for
working in wet areas. For more information, email us
at mail@hbwetlands.org.

Community Events
by

John Villa, Executive Director

The HBWC has begun monthly community events to
assist us in the care and maintenance of our marshes,
dunes and projects, e.g. Salt Marsh Bird’s Beak, Upper
Magnolia Marsh and Talbert Marsh “Living Shoreline. The
events are held each month and will be on the third
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Saturday of the month beginning at 9:00 am and
concluding at 12:00 noon.
Working with local schools, churches and corporations,
the Conservancy has educated our volunteers on: 1)
preparing soil for planting marsh plants, 2) learning about
native plants for planting and non-native plants for
removal, 3) general marsh maintenance, and 4) clean-up
of our marshes and dunes. The Conservancy has also been
working with schools to help their students meet their
community service hour commitments.
Whether you are an organization, school, church, scout,
club, program or individual, we will work with you to make
this a memorable event. So, feel free to contact the
Huntington Beach Wetlands Conservancy to join in on any
of these events. No experience or materials are needed.
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Volunteer Opportunities
The Conservancy is looking for volunteers to assist us
in our endeavors. Starting in the new year we will be
specifically be looking for help in the following areas:







Educators: to assist as docents in our interpretive
center or to assist in the development of
educational materials for our “Field Experience”
program.
Creative Writers*: assistance in grant/donation
writing, develop content for our social
media/newsletter, and marketing materials.
Artist/Photographers*: add your content to our
materials to showcase your work.
Plant enthusiasts: we will be planting more than
5,000 plants next year to support two of our
projects. Come lend your expertise to grow,
nurture and plant in our nursery and on our
marshes.

-------------------------- (CUT HERE) ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Huntington
Beach Wetlands
Conservancy
A Nonprofit Corporation

WE CAN ONLY RESTORE AND MAINTAIN THESE VITAL WETLANDS WITH
YOUR CONTINUING SUPPORT
Please join our contributors
with your personal donation to
wetlands restoration and
maintenance activities.
With your annual taxdeductible contribution, you
will receive our newsletters,
invitations to special events and
our thanks for your help with
this exceptionally worthy
cause.

□ This is a new contribution.
□ This is a renewal of my annual
contribution.
□ Great Egret ($10)
□ Belding’s Savannah Sparrow ($25)
□ California Halibut ($50)
□ Least Tern ($100)
□ Brown Pelican ($250)
□ Other Amount ($________________)

21900 Pacific Coast Highway Name: ____________________________________________________________________
Huntington Beach, CA 92646
Mailing Address:
PO Box 5903
Huntington Beach, CA 92615

Address: __________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ____________________________________________________________
Phone: ________________________ E-Mail: _____________________________________

Phone: 714-536-0141

Credit Card Type: AMEX / Discover / Mastercard / Visa

Email: mail@hbwetlands.org

Credit Card Number: _____________________________ Security Code: _____________

Website: www.hbwetlands.org

Expiration Date: ____/_____ Name as it appears on card: ________________________

