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Why Wetlands?
Dr. Gordon Smith, Chair, Board of Directors
Many of you may be familiar with both the HBWC and
the Wetlands and Wildlife Care Center. What you may
not be familiar with is the close ties between these two
Organizations and how the Care Center came about.
Why is the care center named The Wetlands and
Wildlife Care Center? Why isn’t it simply called the
Wildlife Care Center? Where does "wetlands" fit in to
its origins and mission? The answer lies in the genesis
of the Center and in the nature of the relationship
between coastal wetlands and native wildlife.
In 1990, 400,000 gallons of crude oil were spilled from a
tanker off the coast of Huntington Beach. Despite
round-the-clock vigilance by Conservancy members and
various booms, dikes and frantic oil recovery efforts, oil
found its way into Talbert Marsh. Fortunately, the
quantity of oil was not large and serious long-term
damage to the wetlands ecosystem was avoided. It was
a sobering lesson, however, in the vulnerability of the
marsh to contamination from both the ocean and from
the urban environment upstream of the Talbert flood
control channel.
The potentially devastating effect of that spill on wildlife
and the wetlands that lay in its path brought together two
organizations that shared a sense of horror and
helplessness when confronted with the worst example of
man's impact on the natural environment.
The
Huntington Beach Wetlands Conservancy and the
Alliance for Wildlife Rehabilitation and Education
formed a partnership to conceive and develop a facility
that could both educate the public about man's impact on
the fragile coastal environment and mitigate that impact
through care and rehabilitation of native wildlife. With
grant money and generous donations from supporters the
Wetlands and Wildlife Care Center became a reality.
The Care Center has since become it’s own non-profit
organization but has kept close ties to HBWC and
continues to operate on HBWC land.
Given the ecological relationship between coastal
wetlands and wildlife, the partnership between the two
organizations is a natural one. Wetlands are considered
acre-for-acre the most biologically productive of all

ecosystems. Despite their appearances, coastal wetlands
team with nutrients and life not visible to the casual
observer. Wetlands provide feeding, spawning and
nursery grounds for over half the fish harvested from the
ocean's waters, and they provide vital habitat for
endangered species of birds and plant life. Every acre of
wetland lost to development impacts wildlife. Every acre
of coastal wetland is worth fighting for.
The Care Center, as part of the state's Oiled Wildlife
Care Network, has achieved an important goal that can
at least in part assuage the nightmarish memories of the
oil spill. If it happens again, there will not be that sense
of helplessness that pervaded.
The Care Center has already responded to a number of
oil spills, including spills from an El Segundo refinery
and oil operations in the Bolsa Chica wetlands. In
addition to its 24-hour-a-day standby role for oil spills,
the Care Center can accommodate up to 500 sick and
injured animals. Through the efforts of its dedicated and
well-trained volunteers and professional staff, the Center
has already received and treated thousands of animals.
The Center staff is proud of a successful “release rate” of
nearly 75%.
With the construction of the new hospital and education
facility, HBWC and the Care Center will operate out of
one building and will be able to jointly educate and share
experiences with our many visitors.

Elegant Terns at Talbert Marsh

Volunteers

We would love to hear from you.

HBWC has been successful in preserving more than 90
acres of coastal wetlands in Huntington Beach. As we
work toward our goal of acquiring and restoring the
balance, we must continue to maintain our existing
properties. The only way we can accomplish this is with
your help. We now have several ways in which you can
take an active role in maintaining “our” wetlands.

If you have seen a rare, endangered or exciting bird,
please let us know. We are always interested to learn
about the birds frequenting our local areas. Specific
information may prove helpful in our restoration plans.

WETLAND MONITORS - We are in the process of
developing a water & soil monitoring program and need
“Volunteer Monitors” to collect samples and assist us in
performing tests. No previous experience or education is
required, we will teach you the simple procedures
necessary. We anticipate beginning this program by
summer, 2004. If you are interested, please call.
WETLAND MAINTENANCE – We recently held
volunteer days for the purpose of eradicating non-native
plant species from Talbert Marsh. Volunteers “pulled
weeds” allowing native species to flourish. More
volunteers are always needed, if you are interested,
please call.

Membership
Please consider joining the Conservancy, or renewing
your membership for 2004. Your membership provides
important operating funds. An active and interested
membership base is vital to our continued service in this
area.
Please Join Us.
o
o
o
o
o

Great Egret ($10)
California Halibut ($50)
Least Tern ($100)
Brown Pelican ($250)
Double Crested
Cormorant ($500)
o Great Blue Heron ($1,000)
Name: _____________________________

COASTAL CLEAN UP - We hold our annual clean up
day the third Saturday in September, in conjunction with
the California Coastal Clean Up Day. Volunteers are
needed prior to, and on the day of the clean up. If you
are interested in helping organize this event or to work
on the event day, please call us.

Huntington Beach Wetlands Conservancy, Inc.
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